
G O V E R N M E N T  OF T H E  DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
BOARD O F  ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

A p p l i c a t i o n  Ro. 3 4 1 4 9 ,  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  and D i r e c t o r s  of 
~ e o r ~ ~ t o ~ ~ n  Co l l ege  I pursuan?; t o  Sub- see t ion  8 2 0 7 . 2  of t h e  
Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s ,  f o r  a s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n  under  Paragraph  
3 1 0 1 . 4 6  f o r  f u r t h e r  p r o c e s s i n g  under  t h e  Georgetown Univer-  
s i t y  Campus P l a n  t o  p e r m i t  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a U n i v e r s i t y  
Cen te r  i n  a n  R-3 D i s t r i c t  a t  p r e m i s e s  3800  e s e r v o i r  Road 
E.T.W., (Square 3121, Lot  1)- 

~ E ~ R I ~ ~  DATE: June  27 I 1984 
DECISION DATE: June  27 I 1 9 8 4  (Bench Decision) 

F T N D I M G S  OF FACT: 

-I. 1 The s u b j e c t  s i t e  is l o c a t e d  on  t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  of 
R e s e r v o i r  Road, 1J.W. I between 3 5 t h  S t r ee t .  on t h e  e a s t  and 
44th  S t r e e t  on t h e  west. 'The s i t e  i s  i n  a n  R-3 D i s t r i c t  and 
i s  known a s  p r e m i s e s  3 8 0 0  R e s e r v o i r  Road, N.W. 

2. The s u b j e c t  s i t e  i.s a l a r g e ,  i r r e g u l a r l y  shaped 
parcel which i s  t h e  l o c a t i o n  fo r  t h e  campus of ~ ~ o ~ ~ e t ~ ~ ~  
U n i v e r s i t y .  The area of t h e  s i t e  i s  4,049,521.22 s q u a r e  
f e e t  o r  92.3642 acres, 

3 ,  There i s  access t o  and from t h e  s i t e  th rough  
R e s e r v o i r  Roat?  on the n o r t h  and t h r o u g h  Canal  Road on t h e  
s o u t h .  There i s  p e d e s t r i a n  access th rough  3 5 t h  and 3'7th 
S t r e e t s  on t h e  eas t .  

4 .  The U n i v e r s i t y  o c c u p i e s  approx ima te ly  t h r e e -  
q u a r t e r s  of the s u b j e c t  s q u a r e .  The Convent c9E t h e  V i s i t a -  
t i o n  o c c u p i e s  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o €  t h e  s q u a r e ,  The 
s u r r o u n d i n g  neighborhood area i s  developed  p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  
medium d e n s i t y  r e s i d e n t i a l  uses 2nd i s  zoned R-3 on t h e  
northl eas t  and w e s t  of the s i t e ,  South of t h e  s i t e  t h e r e  
i s  a C-M-1 s t r i p  a l o n g  t h e  Potonac R i v e r .  The n e i ~ h ~ o ~ h o ~ d  
a r e a  i s  a p a r t  o f  t h e  Georgetown H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t ,  

etown U n i v e r s i t y  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1783 
unde r  a c h a r t e r  q r a n t e d  t o  it by t h e  Congress  of t h e  Uni ted  
States. I t  i s  an  a c c r e d i t e d  u n i v e r s i t y  and a u t h o r i z e d  t c  
confer d e g r e e s  The U n i v e r s i t y  q u a l i f i e s  as  a n  academic 
i n s t i t u t i o n  of h i g h e r  l e a r n i n g  under  t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s .  

6 .  The U n i v e r s i t y  s i t e  i s  improved w i t h  e x i s t i n g  
c l a s s room b u i l d i n g s  r e s i d e n c e  f a c i l i t i e s  I a t h l e t i c  facil-- 
ities I a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  arid main tenance  f a c i l i t i e s ,  med i G a 1 
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complex i s  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  n o r t h e r n  edge of t h e  campus which 
i n c l u d e s  a med ica l  s c h o o l ,  a d e n t a l  s c h o o l  and a u n i v e r s i t y  
h o s p i t a l .  There i s  open space  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  of  t h e  campus 
s i t e  t h a t  i s  schedu led  f o r  phased  development  under  t h e  
Georgetown U n i v e r s i t y  Campus P l a n  t h a t  was approved by t h e  
RZA on December 3 0 ,  1 9 8 3 ,  by Order  No. 1 4 0 2 1 .  

7 4 .  The a p p l i c a n t  r e q u e s t s  a s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n  under  
2a rag raph  31 0 1  4 6  of t h e  Zoning R e g u l z t i o n s  f o r  f u r t h e r  
p r o c e s s i n g  and implementa t ion  o f  t h e  approved Georgetown 
U n i v e r s i t y  Campus P l a n  1983-2000 A . D .  and Beyond -to p e r m i t  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a U n i v e r s i t y  C e n t e r  i n  acco rdance  w i t h  t h e  
epproved Campus P l a n -  

€?. The l o c a t i o n  of t h e  proposed  U n i v e r s i t y  Cen te r  
w i l l  b e  i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r  of t h e  campus where it w i l l  n o t  b e  
v i s i b l e  from t h e  s t reet .  There w i l l  b e  EO s t reet  a c c e s s  t o  
t h e  proposed  s t r u c t u r e  e x c e p t  f o r  dr iveways  w i t h i n  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  campus. 

9 .  The a p p l i c a t i o n  a c h i e v e s  one of t h e  approved 
o b j e c t i v e s  t h a t  t h e  Campus P l a n  was d e s i g n e d  t o  accompl i sh ,  
n a m e l y  t h e  development of u n i v e r s i t y  s u p p o r t  a c t i v i t i e s  away 
from t h e  c o r m u n i t y ’ s  r e s i d e n t i a l  areas i n  a c e n t r a l  l o c a t i o n .  

10. The c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  proposed  U n i v e r s i t y  Cen te r  
f o l l o w s  t h e  g e n e r a l i z e d  l o c a t i o n  se t  f o r t h  i n  t h e  Campus 
P l a n  and i s  i n  a c c o r d  w i t h  t h e  l e t t e r  and i n t e n t  of  t h e  
p l a n .  

11. The U n i v e r s i t y  C e n t e r  p r o j e c t  i n v o l v e s  t h e  con- 
s t r u c t i o n  of a f i v e - s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a g ross  f l o o r  area 
of  approx ima te ly  3 0 0  I 0 0 0  s q u a r e  f e e t .  The b u i l d i n g  would 
c o v e r  approx ima te ly  1 5 8 , 0 0 0  s q u a r e  f e e t  of l o t  d r e a .  

1 2 .  The proposed  U n i v e r s i t y  C e n t e r  will be c o n s t r u c t e d  
on t o p  o f  t h e  r e c e n t l y  approved Socio-Energy Podium A which 
w i l l  p r o v i d e  up t o  9 6 2  p a r k i n g  s p a c e s .  F i n d i n g  o f  F a c t  N o .  
R i n  BZA Order N o .  1.2095, d a t e d  May 4 ,  1984, s p e c i f i c a l l y  
r e f e r e n c e s  l a t e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  C e n t e r ,  

13. The s u b j e c t  s i t e  is s o u t h  of both Kober-Cogan H a l l . .  
and t h e  Gorman b u i l d i n g ,  which are  p a r t  o f  t h e  Georgetown 
U n i v e r s i t y  Medical  C e n t e r .  O n  t h e  south s i d e  i s  t h e  Univer-  
s i t y  b a s e b a l l  f i e l d ,  and p a r t  o f  t h e  s i t e  i n c l u d e s  t h e  swaie 
c r e a t e d  from f i l l  which p r o v i d e s  s p e c t a t o r  v i ewing  f o r  
b a s e b a l l  games. Adjacen t  t o  t h e  w e s t  s i d e  of t h e  s i t e  i s  
t h e  Yates R e c r e a t i o n  F a c i l i t y ,  and t h e  e a s t  side i s  b o r d e r e d  
by Iipnle V i l l a c y e  s t u d e n t  hous ing  and Reiss sciexice b u i l d i n g .  

1 4 .  The proposed  U n i v e r s i t y  Cen te r  w i l l  b r i n g  t o g e t h e r  
t h e  p r e s e n t l y  s c a t t e r e d  s o c i a l  I c u l t u r a l ,  and c u r r i c u l a r  

“ a c t i v i t i e s  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  of campus l i f e .  As t h e  U n i v e r s i -  
t y s s  “ l i v i n g  room,“ it w i l l  b e  t h e  s e t t i - n g  f o r  fo rma l  and 
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i n f o r m a l  s o c i a l  g a t h e r i n g s  and w i l l  f o s t e r  c o l l e g i a l i t y  
among s t u d e n t s ,  f a c u l t y  and a lumni .  

15. The new € a c i l i t y  w i l l  house more t h a n  1 0 0  s t u d e n t  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and c l u b s  and  w i l l  p r o v i d e  much needed r w e t i n g  
and c o n f e r e n c e  space  f o r  s t u d e n t  g roups  as w e l l  a s  t h e  
e n t i r e  U n i v e r s i t y  community. The C e n t e r  w i l l  a l s o  p r o v i d e  
many u n i v e r s i t y  services t h a t  w i l l  e n a b l e  s t u d e n t s  and 
f a c u l t y  t o  remain on campus and n o t  g e n e r a t e  t r a f f i c  i n  t h e  
ne ighborhood,  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  C e n t e r  w i l l  i n c l u d e  a p o s t  
o f f  i ce ,  bank b o o k s t o r e ,  g i f t  shop I convenience  s t o r e ,  pub ,  
lounge and a v a r i e t y  of e a t i n g  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s .  

16. The proposed U n i v e r s i t y  C e n t e r  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  
p r o v i d e  o v e r n i g h t  accommodations f o r  U n i v e r s i t y  g u e s t s  and 
v i s i t o r s  who p r e s e n t l y  must s t a y  o f f  campus. S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  
t h e s e  accommodations are d e s i g n e d  f o r  a l u m n i ,  U n i v e r s i t y  
academic v i s i t o r s ,  r e l a t i v e s  of p a t i e n t s  at t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  
H o s p i t a l ,  p r o s p e c t i v e  s t u d e n t s  and t h e i r  p a r e n t s ,  and o t h e r  
U n i v e r s i t y  g u e s t s  a The proposed  C e n t e r  w i l l  r e d u c e  t h e  
t r a f f i c  i n  t h e  area t h a t  t h e s e  v i s i t o r s  would have made i f  
t h e y  had s t a y e d  off campus. 

1 7 .  The C e n t e r  w i l l  a l s o  s e r v e  as a per formance  and 
r e h e a r s a l  c e n t e r  f o r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y s  s many pe r fo rmin?  ar ts  
a c t i v i t i e s  and e v e n t s .  There w i l l  b e  ar?, approx ima te ly  1 , 0 0 0  
s e a t  a u d i t o r i u m / t h e a t e r  and a n  approx ima te ly  150  seat  
b lackbox t h e a t e r .  S h i f t i n g  of e v e n t s  t o  t h e  C e n t e r  will 
draw t r a f f i c  away from t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  ne ighborhoods .  

1 8 .  The U n i v e r s i t y  C e n t e r  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  Univer- 
s i t y F s  p l a n  t o  c e n t r a l i z e  s t u d e n t  and f a c u l t y  s e r v i c e s  and 
a c t i v i t i e s  P r e s e n t l y ,  t h e  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  are  a v a i l a b l e  are  
s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  canipus, many of which are l o c a t e d  
i n  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  or i n c o n v e c i e n t  l o c a t i o n s .  C e n t r a l i z i n g  
t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  r e d u c e  t h e  number o f  t r i p s  g e n e r a t e d  
b o t h  on and o f f  campus. On campus d - e l i v e r i e s  w i l l  a l s o  
become more e f f i c i e n t .  O v e r a l l ,  t h e  Cen te r  w i l l  enhance t h e  
q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  on campus. 

1 9 .  Paragraph  3 1 0 1 . 4 6  o f  t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s  
p r o v i d e s  t h a t  a c o l l e g e  o r  u n i v e r s i t y  which i s  an  academic 
i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  h i g h e r  l e a r n i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  a c o l l e g e  or 
u n i v e r s i t y  h o s p i t a l  I d o r m i t o r y ,  f r a t e r n i t y  o r  s o r o r i t y  house 
proposed  t o  b e  l o c a t e d  on t h e  campus of a c o l l e g e  o r  u n i v e r -  
s i t y ,  i s  p e r m i t t e d  a s  a s p e c i a l  e x c e p t i o n  i n  a r e s i d e n t i a l  
d i s t r i c t ,  p rov ided  t h a t : :  

A .  Such u s e  i s  so  l o c a t e d  t h a t  it i s  n o t  l i k e l y  t o  
become o b j e c t i o n a b l e  t o  n e i g h b o r i n g  p r o p e r t y  
because  of n o i s e ,  t r a f f i c ,  number of s t u d e n t s ,  o r  
o t h e r  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s ;  

€3. I n  R - 1 ,  R - 2 ,  R - 3 ,  R-4, R-5, R-5-A and R-5-€3 
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c. 

D.  

E. 

20 * 
n o i s e .  

D i s t r i c t s  t h e  maximum b u l k  r e q u i r e m e n t s  normall-y 
a p p l i c a b l e  i n  such  d i s t r i c t  may b e  i n c r e a s e d  f o r  
s p e c i f i c  b u i l d i n g s  o r  s t r u c t u r e s  p r o v i d e d  t h e  
t o t a l  b u l k  of all b u i l d i n g s  and s t r u c t u r e s  on t h e  
campus s h a l l  n o t  exceed  t h e  g r o s s  f l o o r  area 
p r e s c r i b e d  f o r  t h e  R-5-I3 D i s t r i c t ;  

The a p p l i c a n t  s h a l l  submi t  t o  the Board a p l a n  f o r  
d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  campus a s  a whole ,  showiii; t h e  
L o c a t i o n ,  h e i g h t ,  and b u l k ,  where a p p r o p r i a t e ,  of 
a l l  p r e s e n t  and proposed  improvements i n c l u d i n g  
b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o  b u i l d i n g s ,  p a r k i n g  and l o a d i n g  
f a c i l i t i e s ,  s c r e e n i n g ,  s i g n s ,  s t reets ,  and p u b l i c  
u t i l i t y  f a c i l i t i e s ,  and a d e s c r i p t i o n  of a l l  
a c t i v i t i e s  cond.ucted o r  t o  he  conducted  t h e r e i n ,  
and o f  t h e  c a p a c i t y  o f  a l l  presenr .  and proposed  
campus development;  

Within a r e a s o n a b l e  d i s t a n c e  of t h e  c o l l e g e  or 
u n i v e r s i t y  campusl t h e  Board may a l s o  p e r m i t  t h e  
i n t e r i m  u s e  o f  l a n d  o r  improved p r o p e r t y  w i t h  any 
u s e  which t h e  Board may d e t e r m i n e  i s  3 p r o p e r  
c o l l e g e  o r  u n i v e r s i t y  f u n c t i o n ;  arid 

Befo re  t a k i n g  f i n a l  a c t i o n  on an  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  
such  use, t h e  Board s h a l l  have s u b m i t t e d  t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia O f f i c e  of 
P l a n n i n g  and t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Columbia Department 
of P u b l i c  Works f o r  r ev iew and r e p o r t .  

The  s t r u c t u r e  w i l l  n o t  b e  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  because  of 
The p r o j e c t  i s  w e l l  w i t h i n  t h e  campus b o u n d a r i e s  and 

t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  n o t  a d j a c e n t  t o  any n o n - u n i v e r s i t y  owned 
p r o p e r t i e s  o r  b u i l d i n g s .  The f a c i l i t y  w i l l  be  c o n s t r u c t e d  
of m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  p r o v i d e  sound i n s u l a t i o n .  

2 1 .  The U n i v e r s i t y  C e n t e r  w i l l  not be  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  t o  
n e i g h b o r i n g  p r o p e r t i e s  because  of t r a f f i c .  S i n c e  most of 
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  C e n t e r ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  be g e a r e d  toward 
s t u d e n t s ,  s t a f t ,  f a c u l t y  and g u e s t s  a l r e a d y  on campus f o r  
o t h e r  p u r p o s e s ,  a minimal a d d i t i o n  of peak hour  v e h i c u l a r  
t r i p s  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  be g e n e r a t e d .  There w i l l  be a d e q u a t e  
p a r k i n g  s p a c e s  r e s e r v e d  f o r  t h e  C e n t e r  i n  t h e  new Socio-  
Energy Podium A underground f a c i l i t y  which w i l l  s e r v e  t h e  
a c t i v i t i e s  e x p e c t e d  t o  o c c u r  a t  t h e  C e n t e r ,  t h e r e b y  a s s u r i n g  
t h a t  p a r k i n g  w i l l  n o t  s p i l l  o v e r  i n t o  t h e  neighborhood.  The 
c l o s i n g  of t h e  Main G a t e  e n t r a n c e  a t  37 th  and 0 S t r e e t s  w i l l .  
r e s u l t  i n  less t r a f f i c ,  i n c l u d i n g  d e l i v e r y  t r u c k s  and GUTS 
b u s e s ,  t r a v e l i n y  t h r o u g h  t h e  neighborhood e a s t  of  t h e  
campus. With c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  C e n t e r  and t h e  
c l o s i n g  o E  t h e  Main G a t e  a t  37 th  and 0 S t r e e t s  a l o n g  w i t h  
t h e  new South  En t rance  d e s i g n  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  158  fewer 
v e h i c l e  t r i p s  i n  t h e  AM peak hour  and 2 0 7  fewer  v e h i c l e  
t r i p s  i n  t h e  PM peak h o u r ,  t r a v e l i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  
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neighborhoods  to t h e  e a s t  of t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  In a d d i t i o n ,  
t h e r e  w i l l  b e  approx ima te ly  1 , 6 0 0  fewer v e h i c l e  t r i p s  on a 
d .a i ly  b a s i s .  

2 2 .  The U n i v e r s i t y  i s  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  d e v e l o p  arid 
implement r e m e d i a l  t r a f f i c  and p a r k i n g  p roposa l  s t o  l i m i t  
t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  on t r a f f i c  and p a r k i n g ,  i n  
compl iance  w i t h  c o n d i t i o n s  "d" and "e" of EZA Order  N o .  
1 4 0 2 1 ,  dat.ed December SO, 9.983. P r o p o s a l s  c u r r e n t l y  under  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n c l u d e :  

A. E s c a l a t e  p a r k i n g  c h a r g e s  as  new s t r u c t u r a l  
f a c i l i t i e s  come on l i n e ;  

R. As p u b l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  improve t o  s e r v e  
non-un ive r s i  t y  areas ,  r educe  Zip code areas t h a t  
are e l i g i b l e  f o r  p a r k i n g  p e r m i t s ;  

C .  Research t o  produce  more e f f i c i e n t  t y p e s  of b u s e s ;  
and I 

U. Reduce s t a f f  and f a c u l t y  p a r k i n g  by encourag ing  
a l t e r n a t i v e  forms of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  

2 3 .  There w i l l  b e  no i n c r e a s e  i n  s t u d e n t  e n r o l l m e n t  as  
a r e s u l t  of t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

2 4 ,  According t o  t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s ,  t h e  t o t a l  
b u l k  of a l l  b u i l d i n g s  and s t r u c t u r e s  on a campus i n  an  R-3 
D i s t r i c t  s h a l l  n o t  exceed  a f l o o r  area r a t i o  ( F A R )  of 1 . 8 .  
The proposed  s t r u c t u r e  i n d i c a t e s  a maximum u l t i m a t e  deve lop-  
n e n t  o f  0 . 9 4 5  F A R ,  w e l l  below t h e  maxirnum a l lowed .  

25 .  The  a p p l i c a n t  h a s  p r e v i o u s l y  f i l e d  w i t h  t h e  Board 
i n  A p p l i c a t i o n  N o .  1 4 0 2 1  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  l o n g  r ange  p l a n s  
f o r  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  campus a s  a whole ,  showing t h e  l o c a t i o n ,  
h e i g h t  and b u l k ,  p a r k i n g  an6 l o a d i n g  f a c i l i t i e s ,  a t h l e t i c  
and o t h e r  r e c r e a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  and a d e s c r i p t i o n  of a l l  
a c t i v i t i e s  t o  be conducted  t h e r e i n ,  and t h e  c a p a c i t y  of  all. 
p r e s e n t  and proposed  campus development .  

2 6 .  The U n i v e r s i t y  i s  n o t  r e q u e s t  any i n t e r i m  u s e  of 
l a n d .  

2 7 .  A U n i v e r s i t y  spokesman t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  proposed  
p r o j e c t  w i l l  p r o v i d e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  m i n o r i t y  b u s i n e s s  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  d u r i n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and w i l l  g e n e r a t e  new jobs 
f o r  D i s t r i c t  r e s i d e n t s  upon comple t ion .  

28, The p r o j e c t  a r c h i t e c t  t e s t i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o j e c t  
i s  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  review of t h e  Commission of F i n e  A r t s  and 
t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  f i n a l  e x t e r i o r  f a c a d e  may b e  a d j u s t e d  t o  
respond t o  t h e  Commission's recommendations.  



BZA A P P L I C A T I O N  NO. 1 4 1 4 9  
PAGE 6 

2 9 .  The O f f i c e  o f  P l a n n i n g ,  Iny r e p o r t  d a t e d  June 1 8 ,  
1 9 8 4 ,  recommendkd t h a t  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  be  approved .  The 
O f  € ice  of  P l a n n i n g  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  proposed  U n i v e r s i t y  
C e n t e r  conforms t o  t h e  r e c e n t l y  approved Campus P l a n .  The 
f a c i l i t y  i s  t o  b e  l o c a t e d  n e a r  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  campus, 
away from any n o n - u n i v e r s i t y  r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g s .  The 
O f f i c e  o f  P lann ing  w a s  f u r t h e r  o f  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  riot o n l y  
w i l l  t h e  Cen te r  n o t  cause an  i n c r e a s e  i n  s t u d e n t  e n r o l l m e n t ,  
it w i l l  s e r v e  t o  c e n t r a l i z e  s t u d e n t ,  f a c u l t y  and o v e r n i g h t  
v i s i t o r  s e r v i c e s  i n  an  e f f i c i e n t  on-campus l o c a t i o n  which 
w i l l  r educe  t h e  number of p e d e s t r i a n  an6  au tomobi l e  t r i p s  
t h rough  t h e  a d j a c e n t  r e s i d e n t i a l  comniuni t ies ,  c o n t i n u i n g  t h e  
t r e n d  toward t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a s e l f - c o n t a i n e d  campus. The 
Board c o n c u r s  w i t h  t h e  r e a s o n i n g  and t h e  recommendations of 
t h e  O f f i c e  o f  P lann ing .  

30 .  The D . C .  Department of P u b l i c  CJorks ( D P W ) ,  by 
memorandum d a t e d  Flay 1 5 ,  1 9 8 4 ,  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  it endorsed  t h e  
concep t  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  p r o p o s a i  i n  t h e  Campus P l a n .  The 
DPW w a s  o f  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  C e n t e r  w i l l  
enhance t h i s  concep t  by p r o v i d i n g  a c e n t r a l  f o c u s  for campus 
a c t i v i t y  where t r a f f i c  which i s  a t t r a c t e d  t o  t h e  new f a c i l i t y  
can  be  l o c a l i z e d  and c o n t r o l l e d .  The DPW d i d  n o t  e x p e c t  any 
s i g n i f i c a n t  increzlse  i n  u n i v e r s i t y  t r a f f i c  as  a r e s u l t  o f  
t h e  C e n t e r ' s  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  S i n c e  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  
Cen te r  a r e  g e a r e d  toward s t u d e n t s  who are  a l r e a d y  on t h e  
campus f o r  o t h e r  p u r p o s e s ,  few a d d i t i o n a l  peak hour  t r i p s  
are  e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  g e n e r a t e d .  The DPW f u r t h e r  recommended 
t h a t  b i c y c l e  p a r k i n g  s p a c e s  s h o u l d  b e  i r lc luded  as  p a r t  of 
t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  C e n t e r  development .  The DFW n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  
c losest  b i c y c l e  p a r k i n g  s t a t i o n s  a r e  a t  t h e  R e i s s  s c i e n c e  
b u i l d i n g  and t h e  I ienle  V i l l a g e  r e s i d e n t i a l  complex. The DPW 
w a s  of t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  a good supp ly  of b i c y c l e  p a r k i n g  
s p a c e s  shou ld  b e  p r o v i d e d  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  C e n t e r  t o  
enhance i t s  a t t r a c t i v e n e s s  and t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  Campus P l a n  
o b j e c t i v e  o f  r e d u c i n g  au tomobi l e  t r a v e l  t o  t h e  campus. The 
Board c o n c u r s  w i t h  t h e  r e a s o n i n g  and t h e  recommendations o f  
t h e  Department of P u b l i c  Works. 

31. Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2E, by memorandum 
d a t e d  June  6 ,  1 9 8 4 ,  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  it u rged  t h e  Board of  
Zoning Adjustment  t o  approve  ApplLcat ion  N o .  1 4 1 4 9  f o r  t h e  
proposed  new U n i v e r s i t y  C e n t e r .  The ANC w a s  o f  t h e  o p i n i o n  
t h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  and t h e  cormuni ty  have worked h a r d  t o  
f i n d  s o l u t i o n s  t o  common problems.  The ANC n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  
community c o n c u r s  w i t h  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  t h a t  t h e  e s t a b l i s h n i e n t  
of a U n i v e r s i t y  C e n t e r  i n  t h e  g e o g r a p h i c  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  
campus i s  an  i m p o r t a n t  s t e p  i n  r e l i e v i n g  t h e  n e g a t i v e  
impac t s  t h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  h a s  on t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  conmuni- 
t y .  The ANC f u r t h e r  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  w i l l  b e  
moving some of i t s  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  g e n e r a t e  heavy t r u c k  and 
b u s  t r a f f i c  away form t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  s treets o f  Georgetown 
and w i l l  be  c l o s i n g  tlhe v e h i c u l a r  e n t r a n c e  l o c a t e d  a t  37 th  



BZA APPLICATION NO. 14149 
PAGE 7 

and 0 St-reets, The Board concurs with the reasoning and the 
recommendations of the ANC. 

3 2 .  There was no opposition to the application. 

Based on the firtdicgs of fact aria the evidence of 
record, the Board coiicludes that the applicant is seeking a 
special exception to permit the construction of a University 
Center in an R-3 District, pursuant to a BZA approved Campcs 
Plan. The granting of this special exception requires that 
the applicant demonstrate compliarice with the requirements 
of Paragraph 3101.46 and Sub-section 8207.2 of the Zoning 
Regulations The Board concludes t h a t  the applicant has met 
its burden of proof. The applicant has demonstrated a plan 
to control noise, traffic, number of students, or other 
objectionable conditions. The Board concludes that the use 
is so located as not to become objectionable to neighboring 
property. The total bulk of a l l  buildings and structures on 
the campus does not exceed the gross floor area prescrihed 
for the R-5-B District. The applicant has submitted 2 plan 
for developing the campus as a whole. The Office of Plan- 
ning and the Department of Public \?arks have reported 
favorably on die application, The Board further concludes 
that the granting of this special exception will he in 
harmony with the general purpose arid intent of the Zoning 
Regulations and maps and will not tend to affect adversely 
the use of neighboring property in accordance w i t h  said 
Zoning Regulations and maps, The Board concludes that it 
has accorded to the ANC the "great weight" to which it is 
entitled. Accordingly, its is hercby ORDERED that the 
application is GFWYTED. 

VOTE: 3-0 (William F. McIntosh, Walter I3. Lewis and! 
Charles R. Norris to cjuant; Douglas J. Patton 
and Carrie L. Thornhill not voting, not 
having heard the case). 

BY ORDER OF THE D.C. BOARO OF ZONING ADJUSTME€JT 

ATTESTED BY: 

d Executive Director 

FINAL DATE OF ORDER: 
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UNDER SUB-SECTION 8204 3 O F  TIIE ZONING REGUl.iA':TONS I "NO 
D E C I S I O N  0 ORDER OF 'THE BOARD SHALL TAKE EFFECT UNTIL TEbI 

RULES O F  P R A C T I C E  APJD PROCEDURE R E F O R E  THE BOARD O F  ZONING 
A ~ ~ U ~ T M E N T  a 'It 

DAYS AFTER HAVING BECOME F I N A L  PlJRSUANT TO THE ~ U ~ P L ~ ~ ~ E N T ~ ~  

mrIs ORDER OF THE BOARD IS VALID FOR A PERIOD OF SIX WJNTHS 
A F T E R  TEE E F F E C T I V E  DATE O F  THIS ORDER, UNLESS WITFIN SUCK 
PERIOD AN APPLICATION FOR A m i m r w  PERMTT OR CERTIFICATE 
OF OCCUPANCY I S  FILED WITH THE D E P A ~ ~ ~ I E ~ T  O F  CONSUEIER AND 
REGULATORY AFFAIIZS 


